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What do Geography graduates do?
A whole variety of things! 80% of Royal Holloway’s 2007 Geography graduates were in employment within 6 months, with 18% going onto further study. They went on to a range of areas, some related to Geography, others not.  These included:

Employment (within 6 months of graduation):

Graduate Trainee Accountant
Information and Archives Assistant

Council Planning Technician

Administration Assistant

Geotechnical Consultant

Geospatial Analyst

IT Manager
Royal Air Force Training Officer

Transport Policy Officer

Trainee Retail Manager
Average Graduate Starting Salary: £16,323
Study: 
MSc Sustainability and Management

MSc Quaternary Science

MSc Environmental Modelling, Monitoring and Management
Post Graduate Certificate in Education (teaching qualification)

MSc Environmental Analysis and Assessment

MA Management

Association of Chartered Accountants Qualification

MSc Quantity Surveying
MA Cultural Geography

How marketable is a Geography degree?

Geography graduates leave RHUL with a portfolio of transferable skills which many employers seek. These include: 

· Data gathering

· Analytical and problem-solving skills

· Research and interpretation

· Communication of complex information

· Verbal communication

· Ability to summarise and condense facts

· Teamwork

· Self-motivation and discipline

· Meeting deadlines and managing workload

· Attention to detail

· Logical thinking

· Flexibility
Employers want specific examples of where you have shown your skills, the worksheet overleaf will help you think about evidence you could give. For more insights into developing and marketing your skills pick up a copy of How to Analyse and Promote Your Skills For Work in the Careers Service.

How important is work experience?

Increasingly important. It adds to your transferable skills and indicates motivation. If you are clear what field you want to enter, get relevant experience; if you are still looking around, any part time job will help develop your skills and help you to decide what you like and don’t like. 

The Geography department at RH may be able to help you in gaining Geogrpahy-related vacation work. For further options, check out the work experience and internships information held in the Careers Service and in Jobshop on our website www.rhul.ac.uk/careers
Will a postgraduate degree improve my employability? 

Yes, if the content or skills developed are relevant to the area of work; look at job adverts to see if employers in the area ask for post graduate qualifications. ‘Shop around’ and compare courses for added value, e.g. links with employers. Talk to your tutors for advice on Geography-related postgraduate study and funding. More information on Postgraduate study at RHUL can be obtained from the Educational and International Liaison Office.
In the Careers Service, we have information on finding funding for your studies. www.careers.lon.ac.uk has good, relevant links as part of its Online Careers Library.  The careers advisers are happy to talk with you about your postgraduate plans in a quick query*.

Occupations where a Geography degree would be useful or essential

· Environmental (including Meteorology, Hydrology, Pollution & Waste Disposal)

· Geographical Information Systems (see www.gisjobs.com)

· Cartography (see www.soc.org.uk)

· Remote Sensing (see www.rspsoc.org/)

· Town Planning (Royal Town Planning Institute postgraduate qualification required - see http://www.rtpi.org.uk)
· Civil Service and Non-Governmental Organisations
For many of these careers, further postgraduate study will be required. Read up about these areas in the occupational files and reference books in the Careers Service. Find links to relevant sites for each career via the Online Careers Library at www.careers.lon.ac.uk and the Prospects website www.prospects.ac.uk/links/occupations. Other useful links:
Association for Geographic Information www.agi.org.uk
Royal Geographical Society www.rgs.org
Earthworks www.earthworks-jobs.com
International Development jobs www.devnetjobs.org/
I don’t like the look of any of those, I need more help
Don’t worry, this is just a tiny fraction of your options:
6 stages to making decisions and taking action

1.  What next? – Define your objectives.  

· Finding a job – if so, what type?

· Further study – if so what subject?

· Taking a year out – if so, where and to do what?

  2.  Self knowledge 

· Think about your skills

· Think about your interests

· Think about your motivations

3.  Opportunity knowledge 

· Read AGCAS Occupational Profiles

· Work experience/ work shadowing

· Recruitment fairs

4.  Decision making  

· Analyse the ‘pros’ and ‘cons’ about which options suit you best and is realistic.

5.  Action 

· Think about putting this into a priority order

6.  Review 

· Did you make the right decision? How did your action work out? 
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Skills/ Evidence Worksheet
Complete the worksheet below to show what examples you could give for different skills commonly sought by employers.  We have only entered some of the skills your Geography degree demonstrates, so think about other skills you have and the evidence you could give for them too. Try to think beyond your academic work to give evidence from jobs and hobbies as well.
	Skill
	Evidence

	Data gathering
	

	Analytical and problem-solving skills
	

	Research and interpretation
	

	Communication of complex information
	

	Verbal communication
	

	Ability to summarise and condense facts
	

	Teamwork
	

	Self-motivation and discipline
	

	Meeting deadlines and managing workload
	

	Attention to detail
	

	Logical thinking
	

	Flexibility
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


	Useful Websites:                                    
	Useful Resources:                           
	Useful Information: (Careers Library)

	www.careers.lon.ac.uk

	AGCAS Special Interests booklets              
	Occupational Files/ job magazine


	www.prospects.ac.uk                                 
	Prospects Planner (see Website)                 
	Vacancy Files 

	www.doctorjob.com                                   
	National Papers (jobs, labour info)               
	Careers Directories  

	www.get.hobsons.co.uk                             
	1-1 Career Discussion                       
	Grad Club

	www.mindtools.com                                  
	The Gap Year Guidebook                             
	Psychometric Tests

	www.windmills.programme.com                
	
	AGCAS Videos/DVDs


Need more help?

Come and talk to us - we can help you clarify what you want and help you to think through your options, or give practical advice on CVs, applications forms or interviews, that’s what the Careers Centre is here for! Located in the Horton Building we are open 10-5 Mon-Thurs and 2-5 Friday. Quick Queries with careers advisers are available Mon-Thurs 11-12 (term-time only) and 2-4.                                                            
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