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Developing Areas Research Group (DARG) of the Royal Geographical Society (with The Institute of British Geographers)

Annual General Meeting, Wednesday 30th August 2006

RGS-IBG Conference, London
Chair’s Report 2005-6

During 2005-6, DARG was involved in a wide range of activities including workshops, conference sessions, financial support and prizes. 

1. Conferences & Workshops

a. RGS-IBG Conference 2005

DARG was involved in sponsoring or co-sponsoring four sessions:

· ‘Young Rural Lives: Global Perspectives on Rural Childhood and Youth (with RGSG)

· ‘The Imperial Present: The Impact of 9-11’

· ‘Ordinary Spaces of Urban Development’ (with UGRG)

· ‘Spaces and Flows of Technological Transformation: A ‘Development’ Perspective’ (with ICT4D Collective)
b. RGS-IBG Conference 2006

At this conference DARG has continued with its high profile at the annual conference, co-sponsoring six sessions:

· Environmental Justice – Movements & Mobilisations (with PERG)

· Migrant Workers in Global Cities: Linking the Global South and the Global North (with EGRG)

· Worker Empowerment and Collective Action in a Global Economy: Bridging the Divide between Economic and Development Geographies (with EGRG)

· Global Social Justice and Neoliberalism: Voices from ‘the Margins’ (with PSGRG & EGRG)

· Postcoloniality, Care and Responsibility (with WGSG)

· Disasters, Development and Generosity (with CCRG)

Many thanks to all who have been involved in organising and contributing to these sessions. I think that it is very positive that DARG’s activities have involved collaboration with a range of research groups from across the Society. 

In addition to the large-scale annual conference, DARG has also been involved in two other workshop events this year:

c. Joint Regional Meeting on Global Change and Caribbean Vulnerability: Environment, Economy and Society at Risk?

This was held in Jamaica 24-28 July and was jointly sponsored with the Climate Change Research Group. Particular thanks go to Duncan McGregor (RHUL) and David Barker (UWI) for organising the event. A full report will appear in the DARG e-Newsletter in the near future. 

d. Postgraduate Workshop in Development Research

This was the first event to be held jointly with the Development Studies Association (DSA). It took place in Liverpool 31 May – 1 June and attracted about 50 postgraduate students from all over the country. I attended for the whole event and was very impressed by the enthusiasm and energy of all the participants. The DSA is keen to continue with such collaborations and I hope that this will be the start of a productive relationship between the two organisations. 
2. DARG Financial Support

As part of DARG’s activities to promote research and understanding of the geographies of developing areas we have a range of grants and prizes. As usual, competition for these awards was fierce. The winners for 2005-6 were as follows:

Postgraduate Travel Award: Mariela Gaete Reyes (King’s College, London) for her work on disabled women’s experiences in London, UK and Santiago, Chile.  

David W. Smith Memorial Prize: Kimberley Lye, Haberdashers Askes School for Girls, Hertfordshire. 

Undergraduate Dissertation Prize: t.b.c.
Postgraduate Conference Funding: This was started in 2004-5 to provide financial support for DARG’s postgraduate members. There are two deadlines per year. Details are found on the DARG website (www.gg.rhul.ac.uk/DARG)

This year DARG has also provided financial support to our nominated Research Group guests for the conference: Dr Kenesh Djusipov from the Kyrgyz State  Medical Academy and Dr Shahul Hameed Hasbullah from the Department of Geography, University of Peradeniya, Sri Lanka. 
3. DARG E-Newsletter

The E-Newsletter has been in operation since June 2004. Moving from the twice a year hard copy of the DARG newsletter, to this more regular (about once every 1-2 months) format, has allowed a more timely distribution of information to the DARG membership. Any comments or suggestions about the E-Newsletter would be gratefully received.
4. Consultation on A level Geography

In July 2006, a number of DARG members responded to my urgent request for feedback about the Geography A level curriculum in response to a request from the EdExcel Examination Board. They are in the process of redesigning the syllabus and wanted feedback from a number of RGS-IBG research groups. Ten DARG members responded and I wrote a joint report. I am very happy to send round a copy of this report to anybody who is interested. 
5. DARG Membership 

DARG is one of the larger research groups of the RGS-IBG, but it often feels that the active membership is very small. It is vital that DARG continues to attract members and also to provide support which the membership finds useful. Any comments would be gratefully received.
Katie Willis

DARG Chair
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