Developing Areas Research Group (DARG) AGM:
UNAPPROVED MINUTES (these will not be approved until the 2012 AGM)
Date: 2 September 2011
Location: RGS London
Present: Dorothea Kleine, Paula Meth, Jenny Lunn, Marina Prieto-Carrón, Glyn Williams, Colin Marx, Charlotte Lemanski, Katie Willis, Andrew Brooks, Uma Kothari, Matt Baillie Smith, Katherine Gough, Nina Laurie, Johanna Herrigel, Caterina Camerinhas, Pat Noxolo.
1. Apologies – None
2. Minutes of 2010 AGM were not presented.

3. Matters arising

4. Chair’s report

4.1 Committee (From 1st September 2010)

Chair: 

Glyn Williams, Town and Regional Planning, University of Sheffield
Secretary: 
Colin Marx, Development Planning Unit, University College London
Treasurer: 
Dorothea Kleine, Department of Geography, Royal Holloway 
Membership Secretary

Colin Marx, Development Planning Unit,University College London
E-Newsletter Co-Ordinator:



Sarah Jewitt, Department of Geography, Nottingham University

Undergraduate Prize Co-Ordinator: 

Sara Parker, Department of Geography, Liverpool John Moores University

David W. Smith Prize Co-Ordinator

Gill Miller, Dept. of Geography and Development Studies, Chester University 

Postgraduate Representatives: 

Stephen Jones, Department of Geography, Royal Holloway

Margi Bryant, Department of Geography, University of Sheffield

Gwamaka Kifukwe, Department of Geography, Nottingham University [standing down at AGM 2011]

Committee Members: 
Tanja Bastia, IDPM, University of Manchester

Marina Prieto-Carrón Department of Geography, University of Portsmouth

Ben Page, Department of Geography, University College London 

Elsbeth Robson, Centre for Social Research, University of Malawi and Department of Anthropology, Durham University [standing down at AGM 2011]

Chris Barrow, Geography Department, School of Environment and Society, Swansea University [standing down at AGM 2011].

4.2. Events

4.2.1 : Annual Conference

At the RGS-IBG 2011, DARG sponsored or co-sponsored twelve sessions:

1. Migrant Workers and Asylum Seekers: spaces for organising and resistance
Organisers: Marina Prieto-Carron (Portsmouth); Louise Waite (Leeds); Katharine Jones (Manchester) (Co-sponsored by PyGyRG)

2. Moving Geographies: Film and Video as Research Method
Organisers: Katherine Brickell (RHUL); Bradley Garrett Garrett (RHUL); Jessica Jacobs (RHUL) (Co-sponsored by PyGyRG, SCGRG and WGSG)

3. Perfect Places: Imagining Urban Ideals in Lusophone Context
Organisers: Catarina Camarinhas (Universidade Techica de Lisboa, Portugal), Cristina Cavaco (Universidade Técnica de Lisboa, Portugal), Paula Morais (UCL) (Co-sponsored by UGRG)

 

4. Researching the South African City: Legitimacy and Location in the Emergence of a Franco-Anglo South African Urbanism
Organiser: Charlotte Lemanski (UCL); Jenny Robinson (UCL); Myriam Houssay-Holzschuch (ENS de Lyon) (Co-sponsored by UGRG)

5. The Geographies of Informalities

Organisers: Colin Marx (UCL); Paula Meth (Sheffield) and Glyn Williams (Sheffield) 

6. Tourism and Development
Organisers: Sheena Carlisle (Co-sponsored by GLTRG)

 

7. Water Scarcity in Developing Economies: Issues and Solutions 

Organisers: Nupur Bose (Anugrah Narayan College, Patna), Ashok Ghosh (Magadh University, Patna) 

8. Youth in the Global South
Organisers: Katherine Gough (Loughborough); Thilde Langevang (Copenhagen Business School) (Co-sponsored by GCYFRG)

9. Geographical Perspectives on ICT and Development: Discourse, Policy and Practice

Organisers: Dorothea Kleine (RHUL) Mark Graham (Oxford) (Co-sponsored by EGRG)

10. Development and Education
Organisers: Lynne Wyness (Exeter); Nicola Thomas (Exeter) (Co-sponsored by GCYFRG)

11. Health and Poverty in the Developing World 
Organisers: Gill Miller (Chester), Nicola Shelton (UCL), Kenny Lynch (Gloucester) (Co-sponsored by GHRG)

12. Cultural Economies of the Global South
Organisers: Shari Daya (University of Cape Town), Cheryl McEwan (Durham)

DARG’s guests at the conference 2011 were: 

Kerischa Graham; Chloé Buire; Jennifer Houghton; Manish Kumar; Rajeev Kumar; Robert Lawrence Afutu-Kotey; John Osayere Agobonifo

4.2.2: ‘Undergraduate Research Workshop: Doing Development Dissertations’ 

(University College London, 27th November 2010). 

This was coordinated and organized by Tanja Bastia and Marina Prieto-Carrón, and was attended by around forty students, including some MA level students. A short report on the workshop was submitted to the RGS in late January. 

4.3 Prizes and Awards

a) DWS Smith Prize. The prize is now being advertised through the RGS website and the magazine and website of the Geographical Association, which is an excellent development in terms of reaching more sixth form students. 

See: http://www.geography.org.uk/help/fundingawards/otherfunding

This year’s winner was Robyn Lockyer (Exeter School); the prize was sent direct from Routledge.

b) The Graduate Travel Award went to Aidan Wong
 The winner of the undergraduate dissertation prize TBC.

Note to be included in the relevant Newsletter that all members can organise sessions

5. Treasurer’s report

5.1. See attached report

6. Forthcoming events

6.1. Undergraduate dissertation day

6.1.1. Planned for Manchester in early December 2011
6.1.2. Careers in International Development Event planned at the RGS for 6 January 2012.
6.1.3. Given that the next RGS will be a much smaller conference, a discussion was held on whether to convene a pre-conference event on ‘theorising back from the global south’ as a logical follow-on from many themes that have emerged from this year’s conference. This could involve inviting key theorists from the global South.
Colin to check British Academy for conference travel support
7. Travel Prize

7.1. A query was raised about whether the travel prize needed to be retained at a historically lower level of £400 given that DARG is relatively financially secure. It was agreed that a prize of up to £800 would be offered this year which could be split if the nature of the applications required this and the finances continued to be healthy.
8. DARG website

8.1. Despite many discussions during the year, the website is being kept functional at Royal Holloway through the generosity of Dorothea Kleine. An ideal solution would be for a postgraduate representative to take this on.

Sarah to place invitation in next newsletter for someone to take the website on
8.2. DARG Facebook page

8.2.1. Jenny Lunn to follow up with Ben Page to take over administration.

9. Elections

9.1. Stepping down

9.1.1. Elsbeth Robson, Chris Barrow

9.2. Elected

9.2.1. Nina Laurie

9.2.2. Charlotte Lemanski (returning from maternity leave)

9.2.3. Uma Kothari

10. AOB

10.1. Dates of next committee meetings
10.1.1. November 23 2011 (Sheffield)
10.1.2. May 9 2012 (London)
11. Date of next AGM

11.1. Edinburgh 2012

Sept 2, 2011 DARG AGM Treasurer’s Report

Balance carried forward from 19 Aug 2010 - £2367.81 

INCOME: 

RGS Grant




£500

RGS Grant 




£250

Meetings Income (UG Dissertation WS)

£350

Royalties




£170.97

Membership fees (paid into account)

£232 

Total: 





£1502.97 

EXPENDITURE: 

Meeting costs (UG Dissertation WS)

£349.12

Committee expenses 



£539.15

DWS Prize




£0 (award paid by Routledge)

Invited speaker at RGS-IBG AC 2010

£83.70

Travel Prize (Aidan Wong)


£400

Total: 





£1371.97

Surplus (income-expenditure): £131 

Difference between balances: £130.12 (excludes uncashed cheque of £0.88)

Account balance on 1 Sept 2011: 

£2497.93

Notes: 

1) While we had an effectively balanced budget this year, our overall balance remains high. This is partly due to the postgraduate event and psychoanalysis event being deferred. We are in a strong position financially to support events and other investment in the coming year.  

2) The undergraduate dissertation day was run effectively cost-neutral (£0.88 surplus). 

3) Higher committee expenses reflect the increased travel costs resulting from better regional spread and holding meetings outside the South-East/London. 

4) Royalties: We would like to acknowledge a new and substantial royalties income from Katie Willis from the Neoliberalism book with Zed, amounting to £170.97 in income for DARG in 2010/11. Other, existing royalties for 2 books (£1.26 and £7.34) were neutralised by a deficit on a third book (- £13.87) – the publisher did not charge us the difference.

5) Outstanding cheques, not yet on balance sheet: additional £7 for membership, 1 uncashed cheque for committee expenses £53.30, 1 uncashed cheque for travel to research committee £72    

Prepared by Dorothea Kleine, DARG Treasurer, Royal Holloway, University of London, 1/08/11
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